
Art Seminar Group 
MEMBERS’ DAY TRIP - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 

The Art of Bill Viola in Philadelphia 
7/17/2019 

 
 

trip price: $160, Pre-registered members only 
Send reply form and check, payable to Art Seminar Group to: 

Art Seminar Group, P.O. Box 10499, Baltimore, Maryland  21209 

 
Bus departure from Suburban Club 8:00am, Return to Baltimore approximately 6:00pm 

Lunch at the Barnes Foundation Garden Pavilion is included in the trip price 
 
 
ASG’s day trip to Philadelphia is an extraordinary opportunity to experience a large number of important artworks 
by Bill Viola, the pioneering and visionary artist who practically invented video art (as it was called) beginning in 
the 1970s and whose work has enthralled viewers for over 40 years. Internationally recognized as one of the 
world’s leading contemporary artists, his work is widely collected and exhibited by major museums. We have a 
rare opportunity to experience ten of his major pieces from 1976-2009 in one day at three venerated arts venues:   
The Fabric Workshop, the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts (PAFA), and the Barnes Foundation. Drawing from 
various spiritual traditions including Zen Buddhism, Islamic Sufism and Christian mysticism Viola’s videos and 
immersive installations examine the nature of human consciousness and explore what it means to live and pursue 
meaning in the world. His approach is inventive, arresting, moving and mysterious. Viola’s pioneering use of 
video, sound, and new media have greatly contributed to an expansion of the field, paving the way for new 
generations of artists working in electronic media.  
 
 
Viola at the Barnes Foundation: I Do Not Know What It Is I Am Like: The Art of Bill Viola 
This special exhibition, organized for the Barnes by distinguished guest curator John G. Hanhardt, will bring 
together a selection of the artist’s major pieces from 1976 to 2009, including smaller screen-based works and the 
rarely seen large-scale installations He Weeps for You, Pneuma, and Ascension. Bill Viola’s 1986 video I Do Not 
Know What It Is I Am Like is a powerful study of spirituality, perception, and the cycles of life and death. In this 89-
minute single-channel video, the artist creates an ecstatic catalogue of moving-image reveries on time, nature, 
and all living creatures. An ambitious artwork with a global point of view, it is a touchstone for the Viola exhibition.  
 
 
Viola at The Fabric Workshop and Museum: The Veiling (1995) 
The Veiling is one of five video and sound installations that Bill Viola produced to occupy the five rooms of the US 
Pavilion during the 46th Venice Biennale in 1995. Through a collaboration with The Fabric Workshop and 
Museum, Viola created a system of nine sheer scrims that catch the light from two video projections. Images of a 
man and a woman can be seen slowly walking toward each other, passing through the scrims, and merging at the 
center before moving apart again. This ghostly action, repeating over and over, becomes hypnotic. Like much of 
Viola’s work, The Veiling has a dreamlike quality and suggests the multiplicity of experience that exists both in our 
own thoughts and our understanding of our interaction with another human being.  
 
 
Viola at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts: Ocean Without a Shore (2007) 
Ocean Without a Shore (2007), acquired by PAFA in 2010, is a major video installation and a profound 
experiential work by Bill Viola (b.1951) that combines a reverence for the traditions of figuration and realism in 
Western art with new and cutting-edge technology. Entering Ocean Without a Shore, the viewer stands in a 
darkened room before three large video monitors. In turns that last an average of three to four minutes on each of 
the three screens, a total of 24 people emerge individually from behind an invisible wall of rushing water and 
eventually return the way they came. Viola describes Ocean Without a Shore as “a series of encounters at the 
intersection between life and death.” Originally commissioned for the 2007 Venice Biennale, it was first shown in 
the 15th-century Church of the Oratorio San Gallo. Inspired by the writings of Senegalese poet Birago Diop, it 
takes its title from Andalusian Sufi mystic Ibn Arabi, who wrote, “The Self is an ocean without a shore. Gazing 
upon it has no beginning or end, in this world and the next.” 
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