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Please retain for your records                                           FALL • SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2019 
 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019           GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
The Place of the Viewer 
Kerr Houston, professor of art history, theory and criticism, Maryland Institute College of Art 
 
How does our physical position – the place in which we stand – matter as we look at a work of art? The question 
may initially sound trivial, but in fact it has long interested both artists and theorists, and close attention to the place of the 
viewer can illuminate the aims and effects of a range of works. Rooted in a recently published book, and drawing on a 
wide range of examples (from medieval sculpture to Italian Renaissance painting, and from Minimalist sculpture to 
contemporary installation art), this lecture will consider some of the many ways in which the place of the viewer has 
played an active role in the production of artistic meaning. 
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
 

 
Wednesday, September 11, 2019       MEMBERS-ONLY DAY TRIP 
The Art of Bill Viola in Philadelphia 
 
ASG members will experience the art of Bill Viola at three venerated Philadelphia arts venues: The Fabric Workshop, the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts (PAFA), and the Barnes Foundation. Bill Viola (b.1951) is internationally recognized 
as one of the world’s leading contemporary artists; his work has enthralled viewers for over 40 years. Viola’s pioneering 
use of video, sound, and new media have greatly contributed to an expansion of the field, paving the way for new 
generations of artists working in electronic media. Viola’s work communicates transcendental ideas about the human 
experience such as birth, consciousness, and death rooted in Eastern and Western spiritual traditions such as Zen 
Buddhism, Islamic Sufism, and Christian mysticism. Our lunch (included in the trip price) will be in the Garden Pavilion at 
the Barnes. 
 
Members-only; please see full description (previously distributed) for more details and RSVP via the Reply Form.  
Trip description also available on the ASG website www.artseminargroup.org 
 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019          GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
Michelangelo’s Campidoglio: Rome’s Most Underappreciated Architectural Masterpiece 
George H. Sullivan, author of Not Built in a Day: Exploring the Architecture of Rome and a regular lecturer at the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC 
 
Almost everyone who visits Rome visits the Piazza del Campidoglio, atop the Capitoline Hill beside the ancient Roman 
Forum. Most of those visitors know that the Campidoglio was designed in the 1500s by none other than Michelangelo, 
painter of the Sistine Chapel ceiling and the greatest sculptor of his era. What many visitors don’t know is that 
Michelangelo was also one of the greatest architects who ever lived, and that the Campidoglio is one of the greatest 
pieces of European architecture ever constructed. Its complex design rejected the High Renaissance precedent and set 
architecture down a new path; its revolutionary details included features that had never been seen before in the history of 
architecture. George Sullivan’s extensively illustrated lecture analyzes the Campidoglio in detail, exploring its architectural 
concepts and explaining its revolutionary place in architectural history. 
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
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Tuesday, September 24, 2019                                              GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
Puttin' on the Ritz: A Celebration of Fred Astaire, with pianist Frederick Hodges 
Frederick Hodges, PhD, concert pianist 
 
This toe-tapping musical tribute to Fred Astaire features the beloved classic songs that Astaire introduced in his famous 
hit Broadway and Hollywood musicals. Written by America's best composers such as George Gershwin, Cole Porter, 
Irving Berlin, and Jerome Kern, this performance will include Astaire favorites such as “Cheek to Cheek”, “Night and Day”, 
“Top Hat”, “Fascinating Rhythm”, “Let's Call the Whole Thing Off”, and “A Fine Romance”, all performed in Frederick 
Hodges' tuneful, vibrant, and virtuosic piano style. Join us and enjoy Astaire’s works by one of the best concert pianists in 
the world. 
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
 

 
Wednesday, October 9 and Wednesday, October 30, 2019    MEMBERS-ONLY TOUR 
1:30pm and 2:30pm the Walters Art Museum (600 North Charles Street, Baltimore) 
Designing the New: Charles Rennie Mackintosh and the Glasgow Style 
Introduction & tour with Jo Briggs, associate curator of 18th & 19th century art, Walters Art Museum 
 
Rennie Mackintosh (1868-1928) was a gifted architect and innovative artist whose beautiful and simple designs are loved 
all over the world. He was and remains an influential figure; the Mackintosh name is synonymous with the emphatic 
geometries of modern design. This is the first exhibition in the U.S. to feature the architect/designer’s innovative work and 
explore the larger circle of artists and craftspeople with whom he collaborated. Featuring furniture, posters, textiles, 
architectural drawings, books and ceramics, the exhibition highlights the process of making, the international influences 
and impact of the Glasgow style, and the Glasgow School of Art’s support and encouragement of women artists. 
Approximately 165 works, drawn from Glasgow’s most important collections, will be on display.   
 
ASG is offering four opportunities to take this tour: October 9 at 1:30pm or 2:30pm and October 30 at 1:30pm or 2:30pm.  
Each tour is limited to a maximum of 12 participants. 
 
Members-only; please RSVP via the Reply Form.  
 

 
Thursday, October 10, 2019                                              GUESTS WELCOME   
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
We Conduct, a Documentary Film About Marin Alsop 
Dr. Bernadette Wegenstein, professor of media study & documentary filmmaker, The Johns Hopkins University 
 
Dr. Bernadette Wegenstein is the director and creative force behind We Conduct, a documentary film about women 
orchestral conductors and their incredible dedication, devotion, mentorship and love for music itself, highlighting the 
camaraderie and mentorship between generations of female conductors and musicians. With a particular focus on Marin 
Alsop, music director of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra (and lead positions in Sao Paulo and Vienna) - the first 
woman to conduct a major American orchestra - the film shows her power in pursuing a field not historically welcome to 
women and follows her career development and her mentorship of emerging conductors Jonathan Rush and Sumaya 
Elkashif. The presentation will include 20 minutes of edited scenes including concerts with maestra Alsop in Vienna, Sao 
Paulo, London and Baltimore. We will get a peek into the filmmaking process from pre- to post- production, with an 
emphasis on film editing (this film is still in the editing process and will be released in 2020). Our speaker will also address 
the following questions: How did she decide to tell the story of Marin Alsop? What challenges were encountered? What 
are the highlights of the process? 
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
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Tuesday, October 15, 2019          GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
The Ballets Russes de Diaghilev: Twenty Years that Changed Classical Ballet 
Diane Coburn Bruning, choreographer and artistic director, Chamber Dance Project 
 
Between 1909 and 1929 a Russian man who could neither dance nor choreograph nor teach ballet changed the course of 
classical ballet: the man is Sergei Diaghilev (1872-1929), the founder of the Ballets Russes. Widely regarded as the most 
influential ballet company in the 20th century, and in a span of only twenty years, Diaghilev promoted ground-breaking 
collaborations between young choreographers, composers and artists. Diaghilev brought together composers including 
Igor Stravinsky, Claude Debussy, and Sergei Prokofiev; and artists like Pablo Picasso, Leon Bakst, Vasily Kandinsky, and 
Henri Matisse to work with nascent choreographers such as Leonide Massine, Vaslav Nijinsky, and George Balanchine. 
These new works radically departed from the 19th century classical ballets of his homeland. Works such as Sacre du 
Printemps (Nijinsky/Stravinsky) caused sensational reactions and disruption (and, it is said, near riots) at its Paris 
premiere in 1913. 
 
This conversation with award-winning choreographer Diane Coburn Bruning will bring together the sights and sounds of 
this fertile period of ballet to help us understand how truly brilliant and visionary Diaghilev and his Ballet were in changing 
the course of ballet forever. 
  
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
 

 
Tuesday, October 22, 2019          GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
Folk Elements in 20th & 21st Century Classical Music 
Judah Adashi, composer and composition faculty at Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University 
 
How has folk music influenced and informed the work of Western classical composers? Dr Adashi will outline prominent 
examples of this phenomenon among 20th century European composers - from Béla Bartók to Benjamin Britten and 
Luciano Berio - before turning to 21st century artists, including American composers Jessie Montgomery and Caroline 
Shaw. 
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019           GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
African Art through the Ages - Part 1 of 4: Ancient Africa (Prehistory to 1000 CE) 
Kevin Tervala, associate curator of African art at the Baltimore Museum of Art 
 
Series overview: Africa is home to some of the world’s most dynamic and visually striking art works. From the vibrant 
paintings found in Stone Age caves to the abstract sculptures produced during the continent’s colonial period, the arts of 
Africa have been shaped by unique creative insight as well as by specific political, social, religious, and economic forces.  
This series provides an introduction to African artistic expression and explores how the continent’s unique historical 
trajectory has influenced the form and the spirit of its artistry. African Art through the Ages explores the history of African 
art in four, one-hour lectures and is meant to inspire participants’ continued interest in both the art and the people found 
on the world’s second largest land mass.  
 
In this first lecture of the series, Ancient Africa (Prehistory to 1000 CE), Kevin Tervala will focus on the trajectory from 
cave paintings to the pyramids and explore how artistic creativity evolved in the cradle of humanity.  
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
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Wednesday, October 30, 2019        MEMBERS-ONLY TOUR 
1:30pm and 2:30pm the Walters Art Museum (600 North Charles Street, Baltimore) 
Designing the New: Charles Rennie Mackintosh and the Glasgow Style 
Introduction & tour with Jo Briggs, associate curator of 18th & 19th century art, Walters Art Museum 
 
Rennie Mackintosh (1868-1928) was a gifted architect and innovative artist whose beautiful and simple designs are loved 
all over the world. He was and remains an influential figure; the Mackintosh name is synonymous with the emphatic 
geometries of modern design. This is the first exhibition in the U.S. to feature the architect/designer’s innovative work and 
explore the larger circle of artists and craftspeople with whom he collaborated. Featuring furniture, posters, textiles, 
architectural drawings, books and ceramics, the exhibition highlights the process of making, the international influences 
and impact of the Glasgow style, and the Glasgow School of Art’s support and encouragement of women artists.  
Approximately 165 works, drawn from Glasgow’s most important collections, will be on display.   
 
ASG is offering four opportunities to take this tour:  October 9 at 1:30pm or 2:30pm and October 30 at 1:30pm or 2:30pm.  
Each tour is limited to a maximum of 12 participants. 
 
Members-only; please RSVP via the Reply Form.  
 

 
Tuesday, November 5, 2019                                   GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
African Art through the Ages - Part 2 of 4: Medieval Africa (1000 CE to 1500 CE) 
Kevin Tervala, associate curator of African art at the Baltimore Museum of Art 
 
The second lecture of the series by Kevin Tervala, Medieval Africa (1000 CE to 1500 CE), will examine the art produced 
during the continent’s Age of Empires and look at the role of Islam in shaping African creative thought. 
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
 

Tuesday, November 12, 2019                                   GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
The Fragmented Image: From Seurat to Chuck Close 
Joseph Cassar, professor of art, University of Maryland University College and the New York Times Knowledge Network  
 
The term Pointillism was first used by art critics in 1886 to ridicule works of art by Georges Seurat and Paul Signac, but 
today it is an actual art historical term of how these artists developed a technique branching from Impressionism. The 
technique relies on the ability of the eye and mind of the viewer to blend the color spots into a range of tones which bring 
out the totality of the painting. This artistic development did not have many followers because of its slow and fastidious 
method of precision working with small exacting brush marks, however, it was embraced at some point by many artists 
including the Cubists, Matisse, and contemporary artists such as Chuck Close. This talk surveys the development of this 
technique and artistic movement. 
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
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Wednesday, November 13, 2019    MEMBERS-ONLY THEATER TRIP TO NEW YORK 
Studio 54 
254 West 54th Street (8th & Broadway) 
The Sound Inside with Mary Louise Parker 
Written by Adam Rapp, Directed by David Cromer, A Roundabout Theater production  
Running time is 90 minutes: 2pm – 3:30pm 

Mary Louise Parker is returning to Broadway this fall to star in The Sound Inside, a two-character play about a professor 
with a difficult diagnosis and a creative writing student with a lot to say. The play, by Adam Rapp, was first staged last 
summer by the Williamstown Theater Festival in Massachusetts. Jesse Green, the co-chief theater critic for The New York 
Times, called the 90-minute, two-character drama “astonishing” and praised Ms. Parker for “a sensationally controlled 
performance.” Ms. Parker, in an interview, called the show “probably the most daunting thing I’ve ever done,” and said she 
looked forward to continuing to develop her character through further rehearsals and performances. “I like that she’s an 
academic, and more of an intellectual, because I haven’t often gotten to enlist that part of myself,” she said. The 
Broadway production, like that at Williamstown, will be directed by David Cromer, who won a Tony Award last year for his 
direction of The Band’s Visit, and will feature Will Hochman, making his Broadway debut, as the student. Ms. Parker has 
appeared in seven previous Broadway plays, most recently starring in Heisenberg in 2016. She won a Tony Award in 
2001 for Proof and was also nominated in 1990 for Prelude to a Kiss and in 2005 for Reckless. The producers are Jeffrey 
Richards, Lincoln Center Theater (which commissioned the play) and Rebecca Gold. 

Members-only; please see full description for more details and RSVP via the Reply Form.  
 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019          GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
C’est la vie, Sophie Calle!  
Kristen Hileman, independent curator and formerly the head of the Baltimore Museum of Art’s contemporary department 
 
Since the late 1970s, Sophie Calle (French, b. 1953) has made provocative art about human vulnerabilities, desires, and 
eccentricities. Cross-pollinating photographs and text, she produces probing accounts of others’ lives, as well as 
confessional autobiographical vignettes. These visual stories elicit wonder and empathy, as if the pages of a diary were 
spilled out across a gallery wall. Despite her influential innovations in expanding the boundaries of contemporary art and 
her international acclaim, Calle has not had a retrospective in the United States. Hileman will provide an overview of 
Calle’s poignant work, discuss her stature as “an artist’s artist,” and address the lack of American institutional support for 
her humanistic and difficult-to-commodify work. 
  
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
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Tuesday, December 3, 2019          GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
Elizabeth Catlett: Artist as Activist 
Jacqueline Copeland, executive director, Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American History & Culture  
 
This lecture coincides with the museum’s exhibition of the same name which opens Saturday, October 26, 2019. 
Elizabeth Catlett is regarded as one of the premier African American artists of the 20th century. The lecture will provide an 
overview of the exhibition and showcase her work which revolved around themes of social injustice, the human condition, 
historical figures, women, and the relationship between mother and child. According to Catlett, the main purpose of her 
work was to convey social messages rather than pure aesthetics. Many of the works display the Mexican influence since, 
after having traveled to Mexico early in the 1940s, she settled there, married a Mexican artist, Francisco Mora, raised a 
family, and taught at the local university. She became a Mexican citizen in 1962. Born and raised in Washington, DC, her 
subjects in prints and sculptures range from sensitive maternal images, to confrontational symbols of Black Power, to 
portraits of working class sharecroppers, to portraits of Frederick Douglass. During her lifetime, Catlett received many 
awards and recognitions, including membership in the Salón de la Plástica Mexicana, the Art Institute of Chicago Legends 
and Legacy Award, honorary doctorates from Pace University and Carnegie Mellon, and the International Sculpture 
Center's Lifetime Achievement Award in contemporary sculpture.  
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
 

 
Wednesday-Friday, December 4-6, 2019     MEMBERS-ONLY OVERNIGHT TRIP 
Where History Runs Deep: ASG Visits Montgomery, Alabama 

American history is woven into the soul of Montgomery, Alabama, a small city of 200,000 and the state capital.  Alabama 
was one of the original seven confederate states, and Montgomery hosted the Confederacy’s founding at the 1861 
Montgomery Convention, and then became the first capital of the Confederacy. About a century later, in 1955, 
Montgomery became the cradle of the modern Civil Rights Movement when Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on 
the bus.   Montgomery is full of museums and monuments that reflect both of these histories. We will explore both aspects 
but our focus will be on America’s history of racial injustice and its legacy. A focal point of the trip will be the Legacy 
Museum: From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration, a museum built on the site of a former warehouse where slaves were 
imprisoned that displays the history of slavery and racism in America, revealing how the slavery system did not end but 
evolved from the family-shattering domestic slave trade to the decades of lynching terror, to the suffocating segregation of 
Jim Crow to the age of mass incarceration in which we now live. Then a short walk to the National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice, an acclaimed six-acre collection of sculpture and commemorative architecture that commands attention to 
the more than 4,000 lynchings that occurred in 800 American counties from Reconstruction to 1950 during a long-term 
campaign of racist terror. Both sites are the inspiration of Bryan Stevenson and the Equal Justice Initiative.   We will also 
visit the Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church, the Southern Poverty Law Center’s Civil Rights Memorial Center 
designed by Maya Lin, and the Rosa Parks Museum; several Confederate monuments and historic sites; Riverwalk and 
Old Alabama Town; and the Montgomery Museum of Fine Art. We anticipate an informative, enlightening 2-1/2 day trip.  
Our trip has been planned by Lenel Srochi Meyerhoff who is looking forward to her 3rd trip to Montgomery.   

Members-only; A full Trip Description and Reply Form will be distributed in late August.   
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Tuesday, December 10, 2019          GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
The North Atlantic Cities  
Charlie Duff, president, Jubilee Baltimore and executive director, Midtown Development 
 
Why do Baltimore and London have row houses while Paris and Minneapolis do not? This question led Charlie Duff to 
explore a remarkable group of cities in four nations and to discover that they form an urban family, bound together by 
architecture, commerce, and politics, for more than 400 years. The story begins in Amsterdam in 1600 and covers Dutch, 
British, Irish and American cities that house more than 100 million people. It all starts with the row house as not only the 
key to understanding why many of the world’s great cities look and function as they do, but as perhaps the best model to 
avoid sprawl, urban decay and the worse catastrophes of global climate change.   
 
Charlie’s book, The North Atlantic Cities, will be available for purchase and signing by the author. Note: Charlie gave ASG 
an early preview of this talk in 2017; his research and book now completed, this is a much-expanded lecture on a 
fascinating topic. 
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
 

 
 

ASG members and subscribers are invited to join ASG for our  
WINTER HOLIDAY COFFEE PARTY 

SUBURBAN CLUB FOYER 
DECEMBER 17 FROM 12:30 – 1:30PM 

 
 
 
Tuesday, December 17, 2019          GUESTS WELCOME 
1:30 pm the Suburban Club (7600 Park Heights, Pikesville) 
The Influences and Evolution of American Classic Jazz and Its Effects on Popular Music 
Brian Holland (piano) world renowned, Grammy-nominated recording artist 
Danny Coots (drums) world renowned, Grammy-winning recording artist 
 
This concert/lecture by Brian Holland and Danny Coots will demonstrate and explain the influences of early American 
music and culture on classic jazz styles and in turn show those ragtime and jazz influences on American popular music up 
to the present. This program not only describes how each period style is influenced and evolves into the next: Holland and 
Coots will also demonstrate the nuances and subtleties of these transitions. Holland and Coots are considered two of the 
foremost performers who specialize in improvisation within these styles. If you attended their performance in April at the 
Suburban Club, they will pick up where they left off and further develop this conversation with an all new program of music 
from the 1850's to the present. They have some special surprises in store since it's so close to the holidays! 
 
$15 door fee for guests and subscribers 
 
  
 


